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Katanya, tak kenal maka tak sayang...

Rizki Nauli Siregar - Rizki atau Kiki
- PhDCandidate, Department of Economics, University of California Davis
- S1: Ilmu Ekonomi, UI; S2: Economics, Boston University

Arridhana Ciptadi - Arri
- Machine-learning scientist di salah satu perusahaan teknologi di Silicon Valley
- PhD in Computer Science, Georgia Tech (2016)
- S1: Computer Engineering, NTU
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outline
- tentang studi doktor
- pendanaan
- admission criteria
- proses: masa persiapan

masa pendaftaran
memilih pilihan
masa studi

#1
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#4

- the ultimate guidance and strength
- other resources
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tentang studi doktor
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mengapa?
mengapa ambil studi doktoral?
- alasan personal tiap orang bisa berbeda
- tapi PhD itu tentang riset: all personal reasons have to be tied back to your drive to do
research

- jangan takut untukmencoba: kalaupun tidak diselesaikan (karena satu dan lain hal),
alasannya tetap valid. Nothing goes to waste, insha Allah.

- manfaat dari program PhD secara praktis dan pragmatis:
program PhDmemberikan ekosistem untuk belajar menjadi peneliti:

lengkap dengan komponen ekosistem seperti mentorship (kualitas hubungan dengan
advisor sangat menentukan), feedback loop yang intensif dari peer maupun faculties,

memberi gambaran akan prosesmenjadi peneliti.
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mengapa?
mengapa di Amerika Serikat?
- memberikan ruang untuk eksplorasi research direction
- untuk bidang tertentu, ada eksternalitas dari kedekatan antarinstitusi maupun dengan
industri

struktur studi doktor di AS dan implikasinya
- kurikulum: disusun agar lulusanmemiliki breadth and depth
- pasti ada coursework: untuk breadth, namun juga untukmenyiapkan spesialisasi riset.
- lama studi: 5-6 tahun, namun untuk ilmu sosial cukup umum7-9 tahun.
- implikasi 1: kalaumau cepat, sebaiknya pikir ulang untuk ambil studi doktoral di AS.
- implikasi 2: tidak harus ambil studi master dulu.
- implikasi 3: umum sekali ada tes dan ujian yangmenentukan kelanjutan studi.
- implikasi 4: tidak harus sudahmemiliki supervisor ketika barumulai studi, namun
rencanakan beberapa opsi supervisors.
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pendanaan
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- tidak harus punya beasiswa
- sebagian besar mahasiswa doktor menjalani studi dengan pendanaan kampus:
fellowship, TA-ship, RA-ship.

- dengan employment dari kampus, otomatis biaya sekolah dan asuransi kesehatan
dibayarkan kampus

- ketika dapat admission offer, juga diberi financial offer
- external fundingmemang bisa memberi ”ruang gerak”, namun bukan necessary
condition.

- beberapa external funding:
- LPDP
- Fulbright
- Arryman Fellows and Scholars program
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admission criteria
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ability to do independent research
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get meaningful research experiences to cultivate the ability to do
independent research
- DOACTUAL RESEARCH:

- You cannot bypass this process.
- It’s okay if you find you do not fit in research, you can excel and contribute in the society in
somany other amazing ways. Before taking a bigger take on research by entering a PhD
program, doing actual research is a great check and reflection.

- Reflect your ability to do independent research from your research experiences in theapplication:
1. strong letters of recommendation:

- You need at least 3 letters, from someonewho has good research credentials and possibly
recognized by the admission committees.

- the referees should vouch for you: testimonies on how you perform and your potential.
- Yes, this process shows that it takes ”a village” to support you :)

2. research track record that shows ability to do independent research
3. essay(s) to highlight not only your research interest but you can do research
independently

4. CV that shows your research experiences.
11 / 1



periode #1 - masa persiapan
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tujuanmasa persiapan
mempersiapkan profile untuk dapat diterima di target sekolah
sehingga perlu pelajari:
- apa saja program yang ada dan apa requirement-nya
- sekolahmana saja yang punya keahlian dan ahli yang sesuai denganminat
- seperti apa profile mahasiswa yang diterima
- lulusannya kemana saja setelah lulus

lalu:
1. pilih target sekolah (sekitar minimal 10 sekolah): spicy, medium. mild
2. sesuaikan profile diri dengan target sekolah
ada duametode yang dapat dilakukan:
1. have amentor who knows ”the game” and can help you navigate the process
2. try to calibrate your profile

be entrepreneurial, reach out.
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collect meaningful research experiences

- (kalau bisa) aim to get published in a peer reviewed journal or conference
- work with the right mentor or superordinate

- reach out ke orang yg bisa memberikan the right experience, sampai kerja bareng sama
dia, dapat relevant research experience dan letter of recommendation dari dia.

- pemberi surat rekomendasi harus dapat menjelaskan potensi dan pengalaman kandidat
dalammelakukan riset

- help you shape your research interest, what drives you to do research
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periode #2 - masa pendaftaran
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be awarrior

- timeline:
- sebagian besar deadline pada Desember, jadi hitungmundur untuk semua persiapan
- berikan waktu yang cukup untuk pemberi rekomendasi menyiapkan surat
- kalau nilai tes masih kurang kompetitif, retake!

- siapkan dana untuk prosesmendaftar
- tests: GRE, TOEFL
- admission fee
- pengiriman hasil tests (GRE dan TOEFL) ke kampus
- pengiriman transkrip ke kampus
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be awarrior

- always tailor your application for each school
- kenapa pilih program tersebut
- apakah ada faculty yang risetnya beririsan dengan research interest kita
- sesuaikan cerita di essay untuk bisa fit dengan profile sekolah/faculty
- sesuaikan dengan instruksi essay dari masing-masing sekolah
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onwriting essays

- main point: create a narrative that you can do independent research
- tailor to each specific target school
- get feedbacks from a or some PhD students or those who hold the degree
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periode #3 - menentukan pilihan
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acceptance letter =WEWANTYOU!

- kalau bisa, visit.
- whether you can visit or not: talk to the potential advisors, talk to current students.
- kalau dapat lebih dari 1 acceptance letter, di beberapa program (misalnya economics),
sangat lumrah untuk negotiate financial offer yang didapat (misalnya: lama dari
guaranteed teaching assistantship).

- beberapa blogmenyarankan: tanyakan placement history
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periode #4 - masa studi
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it’s a marathon.

- ”sekolah phd di mana aja, pasti nangis bombay” - Dr Vivi Alatas
- ”there is no such a thing as perfect circumstances” - Dr LizaMunira
- ”expect external shocks that may affect your study and adjust accordingly” - Dr
Gumilang A. Sahadewo

- build long-term relationship: to yourself, to your professors, to your peers, etc.
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the ultimate guidance & strength
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DOA
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other resources

25 / 1



to pursue phd or not

- 9 things you should consider before embarking on a PhD: link
- Why You Shouldn’t Get a PhD: link
- Chriss Blattman: link
- Mankiw: link
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https://www.elsevier.com/connect/9-things-you-should-consider-before-embarking-on-a-phd
https://www.princetonreview.com/grad-school-advice/why-you-shouldnt-pursue-phd
https://chrisblattman.com/about/contact/gradschool/
http://gregmankiw.blogspot.com/2007/08/phd-or-not.html


applying to phd in economics

- Miles Kimball: link
- Jeff Smith: link
- Resources from schools:

- Yale: link
- UCSB: link

- Resources from the AEA: link
- timeline: link timeline
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https://qz.com/116081/the-complete-guide-to-getting-into-an-economics-phd-program/
http://econjeff.blogspot.com/2013/08/miles-and-noah-on-getting-economics.html
https://economics.yale.edu/undergraduate/pursuing-a-phd
https://econ.ucsb.edu/~startz/A%20Guide%20for%20UCSB%20Undergraduates%20Considering%20a%20PhD%20in%20Economics.pdf
https://www.aeaweb.org/resources/students/grad-prep
https://www.aeaweb.org/resources/students/grad-prep/timeline


semoga bermanfaat dan terima kasih
contact us:

Kiki - rsiregar@ucdavis.edu
Arri - arridhana@gmail.com
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Suggested timeline by AEA

back
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